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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-810
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: November 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of legal settlement
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $190,000 from General Fund/GSD Fund Balance to the General Counsel’s Office’s Judgements, Claims and Losses over $50,000 account to fund a legal settlement between the City and former employee Lesley Davidson in a case alleging sex discrimination. It approves the settlement agreement and authorizes the General Counsel to take such further action as may be necessary to conclude the litigation.
Background Information: Leslie Davidson was employed by the City for just over 8 years from 2005 to 2013, initially as a Building Construction Trades Administrator (a civil service position), then for 2 years in an appointed position after which she reverted to her former civil service position, then was reclassified as a Professional Engineer. In 2016 Ms. Davidson filed suit against the City alleging sex discrimination and seeking damages in excess of $2 million. The court denied the City’s motion for summary judgment which would have sent the case to a jury trial and exposed the City to potential liability in excess of that amount. The parties engaged in mediation and arrived at settlement agreement in the amount of $190,000. This bill approves the settlement to avoid lengthy and expensive litigation and the potential of higher liability in a jury trial and appropriates $275,000 from General Fund/GSD fund balance to pay the settlement amount.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $190,000 from General Fund/GSD Fund Balance to the General Counsel’s Office’s Judgements, Claims and Losses account to pay the settlement amount.
Analyst: Clements
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